Playschool News
28th March

No playschool on this Friday 2nd and Monday 5th April
We have been playing hard at Playschool this term! The children have settled in and we are impressed with how well they are playing and interacting with each other.

We finally made it to the RMC Giggles concert; the children had so much fun dancing and singing.  A big thank you to the RMC band and parents who came along! The children did a wonderful job of walking on the guide rope. There will be photos up in the foyer this week.

TERM DATES: 

Term 1: Ends 9th April

Term 2: Commences 27th April – July 2nd

      Term 3: July 19th – September 24th
           Term 4: October 11th – December 17th
Playschool Program

This term the focus areas of interest and learning have been ‘About Me’. Children made a representation of their faces on paper plates. This involved looking into a mirror, talking about eye and hair colour, and where parts of the face (eyes, ears, mouth and nose) fit in. Then they painted and drew themselves and family members. We also made puppets and everyone put on a puppet show. We sung many songs about our bodies and played many games. During mat time we incorporated scarves, shakers, feathers and butterfly wings into our dance/music program. We started using words such as “up, down, around, left/right, over, under, behind and in front”.  
Each child has made a special star which is now hanging on the wall.  If your child takes their star home to show someone could you please ensure it comes back so I can return it to the wall and eventually it will be place it into their folio. You will get it back at the end of the year.
We briefly covered ‘the 5 Senses’, which involved children completing a sensory chart and using the words “hard, soft, rough, smooth and bumpy” then incorporating these words into sensory play activities.  We set up a mystery box where the children put their hands through two holes and felt the objects in the box and tried to guess what they were feeling. There were many funny guesses!  
Introduction to colours (red, green, blue and yellow) was next on our program. The children have been working on colour charts and where possible, these colours have been discussed.  We have been playing games where the children match their streamers with coloured squares.  The children loved picking out their favourite colour from the magic ball.  We will expand on more colours through the year.

 
We will be having fun with the Easter theme over the next week. The children will be making bunny ears and baskets and an Easter egg hunt has been organised! 
Both Di and myself have been busy and are having a great time. 
Some of the activities children have participated in are:

Finger painting


playing with slime,
Drawing 



playdough (red, yellow and blue)
Matching colours 


dancing



 

Puzzles



duplo
Making jelly fish                          
We encourage children to participate in messy activities to develop lots of skills and abilities so please remember to send children in appropriate clothes.

Home Corner  
So far this year home corner has been a hospital where the children played with bandages, toy hospital equipment and dressed up as doctors and nurses.  We looked at x-rays, talked about bones in our body and what makes us healthy i.e. healthy diet and hygiene.
Currently home corner is a camp site, the children have enjoyed sleeping in sleeping bags, playing in the tent, fishing in the pond, cooking over the camp fire (the marshmallows were very popular), setting up the picnic rug with plates and food, using torches, making binoculars and looking for native animals. 
To expand on this activity I have sent home a letter asking for a photo of your child camping or on a special outing.  Each child will talk about their photo in a group situation and this will help build their self confidence.  It’s amazing when the subject is about themselves, how much children will talk!
Donations

Thank you for all the donations of egg cartons and yoghurt containers.  Currently we have enough! 

If you have any dress ups that you no longer use, we will gladly take them off your hands.

Don’t forget your box of tissues!!  

Reminders
· Children can change their library books as often as they like.  Just remember to bring a bag to put the book into so it’s protected.

· Could you please keep the waiting room toys in the foyer as we have had a couple of incidents where they have been left on the ground and people have tripped over them. 
· Keep bringing apples as we have a slinky machine.

· Thank you to all the parents who have participated in our term 1 roster.  We hope you have enjoyed yourselves! A new roster will be put up this week for term 2 so keep an eye out for it.

· If you can’t put your name on the roster, consider taking home the washing.  Just let Di or I know and we will arrange it.
· We have been taking photos of the children playing and I have displayed them on posters in the bag area so please have a look and show your child.
· Last but not least, please make sure all your contact details are up to date and ensure we have your latest phone numbers and the right people to call.

· We need help for the Bunnings BBQ on the 17th April. Please see Jenny or add your name to the list which is in the entrance foyer.
Have a safe Easter Break                                    

Danielle Kibel                                        
Playschool Teacher
